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According to Wittgenstein, the purpose of philosophical propositions is not to convey factual
knowledge but to clarify the limits of what can meaningfully be said. In his Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus, he describes his own propositions as a kind of ladder: once a person has used
them to reach a clearer view of reality, they must be discarded. As he puts it, “Anyone who
understands me eventually recognizes them as nonsensical —He must, so to speak, throw away the
ladder after he has climbed up it.” His propositions are meant as elucidations —they help one rise
above confusion but are not truths in themselves. One must transcend these propositions to "see the
world aright," not by accumulating more knowledge, but by letting go of the need to say what cannot
be said. The role of philosophy, then, is not to provide ultimate answers, but to show that some
questions dissolve when their confusion is removed. In this view, philosophical languages serve as

tools for self-overcoming. Thus, the true solution to philosophical problems lies not in

solving them in the usual sense, but in recognizing their confusion and eventual disappearance.

*elucidation: A
@ empirical
@ temporary
@ abstract
@ complex

(® nonsensical
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