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Lesson 5. Sharing the Planet with Every Creature
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Bees Are Dying
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In March, 2017,/ cereal lovers/ in the United States/ were surprised/ to find/
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[that Buzz the Bee,/ the famous honeybee mascot of a cereal maker,/ was gone/ from the boxes of the maker’s cereals].
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[t/ was/ the decision of the cereal maker/ to remind/ people/ that the world's population of bees/ is fast diminishing.
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The cereal maker’s decision/ did not come/ out of the blue.
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Earlier in that year,/ the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/ declared/ [that (in the United States)/ the bumblebee/ was endangered].
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The population of the bumblebee in the U.S./ had shrunk/ by nearly 90 percent/ since the late 1990s,/ (according to the Wildlife Service).
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Similar phenomena/ have occurred/ in other parts of the world.
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In Central Europe,/ honeybee colonies/ have declined/ by 25 percent/ since 1985.
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In Hanyuan County, China,/ (where pear and apple trees/ fill/ the landscape),/
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farmers/ are forced to pollinate/ their fruit/ by hand/ (due to the severe decline in the population of honeybees).
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All in all,/ bees are disappearing/ (all over the world),/ and that/ worries/ scientists and farmers,/ among others.
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Why are they worrying? What is special about bees?
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Bees/ are/ one of nature’s most effective pollinators.
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[If they/ do not move/ pollen/ from one blossom/ to another,]/
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A3t . Unless they move pollen from one blossom to another,~
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one third of the crops/ [(that?]=F)we consumet(==0f the crops xt2l)]/ would be severely affected.
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They/ would have to be pollinated/ (by other means),/ or they would produce significantly less food.
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Grains/ like wheat, rice, and corn/ are not much affected/ (by the decline of bees)/
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[because they/ are pollinated/ primarily by the wind].
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Fruits, vegetables, and some crops for farm animals,/ however,/ might disappear without bees.
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If it were not for bees, Fruits, vegetables, and some crops for farm animals might disappear.
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Apples, strawberries, watermelons -+ the list/ is almost endless.
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