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“Finding oneself” is not something one does alone. The quest for personal growth and

self-fulfillment is supposed to lead one into relationships with others, and most important

among them are love and marriage. But the more love and marriage are seen as sources of

rich psychic satisfactions, it would seem, the less firmly they are anchored in an objective

pattern of roles and social institutions. Where spontaneous interpersonal intimacy is the ideal,

as is increasingly the case,

, as likely to inhibit such intimacy.

If love and marriage are seen primarily in terms of psychological gratification, they may fail

to fulfill their older social function of providing people with stable, committed relationships

that tie them into the larger society. Tensions between these partially conflicting conceptions

of love and marriage are endemic in our society today.

@ it doesn’t hurt society or anyone in particular

@ the only thing that should matter in marriage is love

® formal role expectations and obligations may be viewed negatively

@ there would be a strong moral argument for equality and diversity

® it would further strengthen the traditional family values essential to our society
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Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life — Robert N. Bellah,
Richard Madsen, William M. Sullivan and Ann Swidler
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Twentieth-century man has lost a meaningful world and a self which lives in meanings out

of a spiritual center. The man-created world of objects has drawn into itself him who created
it and who now loses his subjectivity in it. He has sacrificed himself to his own productions.
But man still is aware of what he has lost or is continuously losing. He is still man enough to
experience his dehumanization as despair. He does not know a way out but he tries to save
his humanity by expressing the situation as without an “exit”. He reacts with the courage of
despair, the courage to take his despair upon himself and to resist the radical threat of

nonbeing by . Every analyst of present-day Existentialist philosophy,

art, and literature can show their ambiguous structure: the meaninglessness which drives to
despair, a passionate denunciation of this situation, and the successful or unsuccessful

attempt to take the anxiety of meaninglessness into the courage to recover his own identity.

@ the pursuit of spiritual life

® the courage to be as oneself

® creating his own exit in arts

® ignoring it or denying its importance

® the maintenance of his existing positions
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The Courage to Be — Paul Tillich
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Let us discuss the idea of the insufficiency of True/ False in decision making in the real

world, particularly when probabilities are involved. True or False are interpretations
corresponding to high or low probabilities. Scientists have something called “confidence level”;
a result obtained with a 95 percent confidence level means that there is no more than a 5
percent probability of the result being wrong. The idea of course is inapplicable as it ignores
the size of the effects, which of course, makes things worse with extreme events. If I tell you
that some result is true with 95 percent confidence level, you would be quite satisfied. But
what if I told you that the plane was safe with 95 percent confidence level? Even 99 percent
confidence level would not do, as a 1 percent probability of a crash would be quite a bit

alarming. So, . It is the payoff that matters. You have

taken probably a billion decisions in your life. How many times have you computed

probabilities? Of course, you may do so in casinos, but not elsewhere.

@ safety will be the first priority

® false condition would be interpreted as true

® the probability does not work in the real world

@ you take the probability into account when you decide

® your intuitions make you overreact at the smallest danger

insufficiency 258
probability &

confidence level A2 $%
inapplicable &-&(3-&)& 4 @l

payoff 0]2], o]=, BA}

A

.

=]
s T

rr

Antifragile — Nassim Nicholas Taleb
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Anthropologists used to argue that the sexual division of labor came about because of the

long, helpless childhood of human beings. Because women could not abandon their babies,
they could not hunt game, so they stayed near the home and gathered and cooked food of
the kind that was compatible with caring for children. With a baby strapped to your back, it
is undoubtedly easier to gather fruit and dig roots than to hunt an animal. The
anthropologists have been revising the view that the division of labor by sex is all about
child-care constraints, though. They have found that even when hunter-gatherer women do
not face a hard choice between child care and hunting, they still seek out different kinds of
food from men. In the Alyawarre aborigines of Australia, while young women care for
children, older women go out looking for lizards, not for the kangaroos and emus that men

hunt. A sexual division of labor

@ would exist even without child-care constraints
@ has much to do with pregnancy and childbearing

® has placed women in reproductive roles as mothers and wives
@ implies that male and female labor are not perfectly substitutable

® functions to maximize the productivity of a cooperating male-female pair
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The Rational Optimist — Matt Ridley
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